
It is my pleasure to welcome you to Augusta Heritage Bluegrass Week 
2014. I am looking forward to sitting down with you and dissecting some 
old tunes and songs. It is my goal to give you some building blocks for 
several styles of mandolin music. We are going to have fun covering 
some of the mandolin artistry of Bill Monroe, some music from country 
players in the early days of the genre, and some grooves and leads 
from the black string band heritage. There is a lot of very cool stuff 
here, so come ready to play! 

I prefer to teach the material on hand by using handouts of standard 
notation and tablature, plus listening to audio examples of the corre-
sponding material so that students may get more than one piece of the 
puzzle at a time. I will also do my best to dissect and explain what I 
give you so that you can put the pieces back together and make music 
out of the information. We will learn the material by playing it over 
and over until the bulk of the class understands the lesson. Then we 
will move on. Of course, everyone seems to have his/her own learning 
style, so I am open to altering course a little if it proves productive 
to do so. 

My class heading suggests that I accept intermediates only, but anyone 
interested in the class topic is invited to join. I will, however, teach to 
the intermediate level. However, I am more than happy to give a bit of 
individual attention to those who are a little less experienced. 

You are more than welcome to record what we do in the class, but 
please have your equipment situated in such a way that you can ‘set it 
and forget it’. I recommend that you bring a music stand with you be-
cause you will need it in my class. 

So, that’s it. Once again, let me say welcome and I look forward to see-
ing the look of discovery on your faces. 

Life is good.

Mike Compton
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