
 

Bluegrass Week Electives 2016!  (As of 7-13-16)  
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

Getting Into Swing and Jazz  

 

Walsh & Barnett 

Instrument: All 

Level: Int.-Adv.  

Bring Instrument? Yes 

 

Bluegrass-friendly swing and jazz songs: We'll check out some of the simpler songs from the 

swing/jazz world, find the chords that will give you a jazzier sound, and work on some soloing 

concepts.  

 

Learning Songs and Tunes from Recordings  

 

Cahill 

Instrument: All 

Level: All 

Bring Instrument?  Yes 

 

We’ll look at the techniques that will enable you to figure out how to play what you hear on 

recordings. Free yourself from dependence on tab or standard notation! 

 

 

Reading Banjo Tab—The Smart Way  

 

Adams 

Instrument: Banjo 

Level: Beg.-Int.  

Bring Instrument? Yes 

 



Banjo tablature doesn’t have to be confusing. We’ll explore how tab mirrors what you do when you 

actually play, opening the door to a whole world of banjo learning. 

 

 

Banjo Outside The Box  

 

Delaney 

Instrument: Banjo 

Level: All 

Bring Instrument? Yes 

 

Techniques, concepts, and hot licks that go beyond the banjo basics, adding sparkle and depth to 

your playing. 

 

 

Songwriting  

 

Wilborn & Newberry 

Instrument: All 

Level: All 

Bring Instrument? No 

 

Insights into the songwriting process, with helpful tips and advice, hosted by two great songwriters. 

 

 

Backing Up Singers 

 

Anger, Mailander, & Kallick 

Instrument: Fiddle, Mandolin 

Level: All 

Bring Instrument?  No 

 

Playing interesting, musical, and appropriate backup separates the great players from the good ones. 

We’ll explore what you can bring to the table to “make the star shine.”  

 

 

Learn Your Instrument by Listening to Good Singers  

 

Barenberg 

Instrument: All 

Level: All 

Bring Instrument? Yes 

 

We all want our music to sound natural, and what could be more natural than singing? We’ll see how 

emulating vocalists can help our instrumental work. 

 



 

Clarence White Bass Runs & Rhythm 

 

Tuttle & Grant 

Instrument: Guitar 

Level: Int.-Adv. 

Bring Instrument? Yes 

 

Clarence White (1944-1973) changed the course of flatpicking. But he was more than just a hot 

soloist. His creative, edgy take on guitar backup can add excitement to your playing and broaden 

your understanding of guitar, bluegrass, and rhythm in general. 

 

 

Three-Part Harmonies 

 

Rigsby, Gilchrist, & Jackson 

Instrument: All 

Level: All 

Bring Instrument? No 

 

In this session, three fine singers unlock the mysteries of vocal harmony.  

 

 

Harmonica 

 

Panfil 

Instrument: All 

Level: All 

Bring Instrument? Yes, a 10-hole harmonica (key of C) or your regular instrument. 

 

Learn the basics of this affordable, supremely portable instrument from one of the best bluegrass 

harmonica players (!) we know. Inexpensive harmonicas can be purchased at the Augusta Store. 

 

 

THURSDAY 
 

 

Twin Fiddles (or Mandolins) 

 

Barnett & Anger 

Instrument: Fiddle, Mandolin 

Level: Int.-Adv. 

Bring Instrument? No 

 



This will be geared toward different ways to come up with interesting harmony parts to tunes with two 

fiddles, particularly when at least one of the fiddles is playing double stops. We might analyze a tune 

or two with double stops in each fiddle. 

 

 

Basic Principles of Playing in Ensembles 

 

Cahill & Delaney 

Instrument: All 

Level: Int.-Adv. 

Bring Instrument? Yes 

 

The fun really starts when you play with other musicians! We’ll look at how the different instruments fit 

together to create a whole that’s greater than the sum of its parts, whether you’re performing or just 

jamming. 

 

 

Banjo Backup From A-Z  

 

Adams & Wilborn 

Instrument: Banjo 

Level: All 

Bring Instrument? Yes 

 

Move beyond the chop and the basic roll to get a taste of the entire range of bluegrass banjo backup 

licks and techniques.  

 

 

Tune Writing 

 

Mailander & Walsh 

Instrument: All 

Level: All 

Bring Instrument? Yes 

 

An open discussion of compositional techniques and ways to explore writing original fiddle tunes.  

 

 

Bringing Basic Melodies to Life with Ornamentation, Dynamics, and Rhythmic Variation  

 

Barenberg 

Instrument: All 

Level: Int.-Adv. 

Bring Instrument? Yes 

 



A great solo begins with the melody, and a good player knows how to polish the melody and make it 

shine. Let a master of the craft show you how. 

 

 

Duet/Trio Harmonies  

 

Tuttle, Kallick, & Newberry 

Instrument: All 

Level: All 

Bring Instrument? No 

 

Harmony singing is such an important part of bluegrass, we wanted to offer this on both days. Three 

more fine singers unlock the mysteries of vocal harmony.  

 

 

Finding Melodies by Ear  

 

Grant 

Instrument: All 

Level: All 

Bring Instrument? Yes 

 

This session will explain a fundamental musical skill: figuring out a melody without tablature or 

standard notation. This skill will help you with learning new licks and tunes, improvising, figuring out 

harmony parts...well, really, with everything! 

 

 

Old-Time Lined-Out Hymn Singing  

 

Rigsby 

Instrument: All 

Level: All 

Bring Instrument? No 

 

Learn about this traditional style of a capella hymnody, which has roots in the British Isles, and is still 

done in some mountain Baptist congregations today. It doesn’t get more authentic and old-time than 

this! 

 

Jam with Sharon  

 

Gilchrist & Panfil 

Instrument: All 

Level: All 

Bring Instrument? Yes 

 



One of the most valuable tools for improving is simply playing with others. Students are often so busy 

learning at classes all day they don't get to jam much unless they stay up late--and then they are tired 

when they actually get to play. So here's at least one hour in the daytime when people can come pick. 
 

 

Open Tuning on Guitar  

 

Jackson 

Instrument: Guitar 

Level: Int.-Adv. 

Bring Instrument? Yes 

 

Venture outside the EADGBE box to explore some of the great guitar sounds that come from 

alternate tunings. If you attended the Bluegrass Week staff concert last year, do you remember Carl’s 

show-stopping solo medley? That’s what we’re talking about! 

 


