
 

 
 
 
 

Fiddle 
BEGINNING INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED 

Cajun fiddle (Beg/Int): We'll start with the 
basic structure of a classic Cajun song and work 
our way through to add a little spice. 
 
Jason Frey Cajun & Creole Week 

Upbow emphasis and practice tips (Int): 
In this lesson, we’ll work on Lee 
Hammons' version of Greasy String to 
practice getting used to the distinctive 
"upbow" bowstroke within the context of 
a tune from another regional Greenbrier 
Valley fiddler and I'll share some tips on 
effective practice. 

Annie Stroud WV Old-Time Week 

Bluegrass Fiddle Tune (Advanced): In this 
lesson I’m going to breakdown and teach 
the tune “Grassy Fiddle Blues” from Kenny 
Baker. This has a ton of useful double-stops 
that you’ll be able to use in many other 
situations. I’ll also use this tune as a vehicle 
to explore other thoughts on advanced 
bluegrass fiddle techniques, so if you know 
this one already I'll make sure to include 
some extra challenges. 
 
George Jackson Bluegrass Week 

Fiddle-from-Scratch (Beg): What to do first! 
We’ll show you how to hold the bow, and the 
fiddle, and be comfortable.  
 
Michelle Kaminsky Cajun & Creole Week 

The Anatomy of a Bluegrass Song for the 
Fiddle, Parts 1 & 2 (Int): Learn what the 
fiddle does from beginning to end on a 
bluegrass song.  

Barbara Lamb Bluegrass Week 

Fast String Band Fiddling (Adv): Learn the 
breakneck fiddling style of “Warfield” by 
1930s trio The Williamson Bros. & Curry 
from Logan County, West Virginia.  
 
Chance McCoy WV Old-Time Week 

Cajun Waltz (Beg): Learn to play an easy 
version of the Eunice Waltz for fiddlers who 
can play a D scale on the two middle strings. 
 
Michelle Kaminsky Cajun & Creole Week 

Country Fiddle Kickoffs (Int): I’ll teach 
fiddle kickoffs to 2 or 3 country standards 
using a double stop style.  
 
Jesse Milnes Classic Country Week 

Rare West Virginia Modal Music (Adv): 
Explore one of the rare modal gems from 
the Hammons Family, “Old Drake” and the 
unique ornaments, noting the bow licks 
that make up this archaic style.  
 
Chance McCoy WV Old-Time Week 

WV Old-Time Fiddle - Bare Bones and Drones 
(Beg/Int):  I will break down a deceptively 
simple fiddle tune in wonderfully droney, 
archaic style from the late Lee Hammons (b. 
1883) of Pocahontas County, WV, 
demonstrating how to employ the open-string 
drones and pulsing bow that Hammons used, 
making his playing unique among his 
generation. 
 
Doug Van Gundy WV Old-Time Week 

Cross tuning and intro to upbow (Int): In 
this lesson, we’ll look at cross-tuning, 
some common applications, and 
introduce upbow technique with 
Greenbrier Valley Fiddler Mose Coffman's 
tune Turkey Creek. 

Annie Stroud WV Old-Time Week 

Early Ozark Fiddling (Adv): Ashley’s 
Melody Men’s “Bath House Blues” A tune 
in C with lots of double stops and possibly 
using 2nd position, along with a bit of 
crookedness. From an Ozark band with 
some surprising connections.  
 
Betse Ellis American String Band Week 

More lessons will be 
announced soon! 

 
Join the Facebook group “Augusta 2020: Learn 
– Create – Connect” to stay in-the-know about 
new lessons & real-time online cultural 
sessions, jams and more in July. 

Fiddle kicks (Int/Adv): In this lesson 
we’re going to dive into one of the more 
important jobs that comes with jamming 
or playing bluegrass in a group setting, 
kicking off a song. We’ll break down a few 
classic bluegrass fiddle kicks and unlock 
the tools you’ll need to confidently kick 
off a song, plus learn some sweet licks on 
the way. 
 
George Jackson Bluegrass Week 

Cajun Fiddle (Adv): We’ll learn a dance hall 
standard two step, and I’ll point out traits 
to look for in any Cajun two step- phrasing 
that has Afro-Caribbean syncopation found 
throughout French Louisiana music, bowing 
textures designed for dance hall tempos, 
and the simple, languid ornaments that are 
distinct in Cajun fiddling. We’ll also learn a 
dance hall standard Cajun waltz in the 
smoothly flowing Balfa style in swung 
rhythm with some strategies for variation 
in melody.  
 
David Greely Cajun & Creole Week 

Don’t miss Michelle Brown’s Cajun 
Cooking 101 class!  
You will learn how to make roux, meatball 
stew with potatoes and carrots, rice, yellow 
squash dressing and blackberry cobbler. 
 

Early Ozark Fiddling (Int): Fiddlin’ Sam 
Long’s “Sandy Land” Learn this G tune 
with its iconic bowing elements from the 
first recorded Ozark fiddler. 
 
Betse Ellis American String Band Week 

Cajun Seconding (Int/Adv):  We'll discuss 
chord shapes, bow rhythms and connecting 
chords together to become powerful 
second fiddlers. 

Blake Miller Cajun & Creole Week 

 
 

SUMMER 2020 DIGITAL LESSONS 
Available late June – September 2020  

Learn from masters at your own pace. 
 


